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FRANCISCO J. OLAZABAL

Olazabal was born in Havana, Cuba, and immigrated to the United States in 1960. After graduating from Villanova University and an MBA from Columbia University, Olazabal worked with the international accounting firm of Price Waterhouse from 1964 to 1999.

Olazabal’s interest in photography has grown during the years.  What began as an intense hobby has developed into an artistic pursuit.  As a result, Olazabal has taken photography and art history courses at the University of Miami, focusing on the artistic and conceptual nature of the medium.  As a dedicated student of photography, he has discovered that his artistic interests lie in documenting his immediate surroundings – often focusing on abstract details that make up our urban landscape.  

His work is photographed primarily with color film and printed digitally. 

Olazabal began exhibiting his work in 2003 with a series titled String Beans and exhibited at the Miami-Dade Public Library System; it depicts migrant workers picking string beans in the fields of Miami-Dade County.

In 2004, his work was chosen to be exhibited at the Hortt 44 Memorial Competition in Florida and the 44th Salon des Refuses Exhibition in Broward County where he won a judge’s recognition award.

Olazabal, in 2005, received a third place prize for his work exhibited at the Valdosta National 2005 juried competition. His work has also been selected for exhibition by the Print Making Council of New Jersey for its “Intolerance Juried Print & Paper Exhibition”; 54th Annual Florida juried competition at the Boca Raton Museum FL; “Real People 2005” juried art exhibition in Woodstock IL; and “Brush With Art” juried competition in Havre de Grace, Md.
